preparations for the heroine’s decent burial. It was decided that the funeral would have
an official character and that Feliks Selmanowicz ‘Zagończyk’, ‘Inka’s companion at
the hour of death, would be buried along the legendary paramedic. The long awaited

UNWAVERING, ACCURSED, RESTORED TO MEMORY.

funeral took place on 28 August 2016 in Gdańsk, precisely on the 70th anniversary of

DANUTA SIEDZIK ‘INKA’ 1928–1946

the two heroes’ murder by the communist executioners. ‘Zagończyk’ and ‘Inka’ were
posthumously promoted: the former to Lieutenant Colonel, and the latter to the first

The exhibition has been prepared by the Office of National Education

officer rank — Second Lieutenant. The ceremony was attended by representatives of the

of the Institute of National Remembrance Branch in Gdańsk

highest state authorities, headed by President Andrzej Duda. The event became a great
manifestation of Poles’ patriotism. The heroes were accompanied on their last way by
approx. 30,000 compatriots from all parts of Poland and the abroad. The unwavering
soldiers were buried on the Garnizonowy Cemetery in Gdańsk in their symbolic graves,
so far empty, located several meters from the place where their remains were found.
Hence, after as many as seventy years, ‘Inka’ and ‘Zagończyk’ have returned to the
place in national memory they deserved, while the Garnizonowy Cemetery, which for
years had been a place of oblivion and communist contempt for Polish heroes, is
becoming a sphere of national memory and pride.

“Tell my grandma that I behaved properly.”

ROOTS

National Remembrance Day for the Accursed Soldiers, during the ceremony of the

Danuta Siedzik was born on 3 September 1928 in the village of Guszczewina near

handing of the identification certificates to the families of the victims of the communist

Narewka in the Bielsk Podlaski county located in the Podlachia region of Poland. She

terror. One of the identified people was the heroic paramedic from the Fifth Vilna AK

was the second of the three daughters of Wacław and Eugenia, née Tymińska.

Brigade Danuta Siedzik. In the end, she triumphed over her communist oppressors. She

The Siedziks were Podlachian minor nobility. Danuta’s grandfather, Piotr Siedzik,

did behave properly.

studied music in Vilna, where he met Aniela Kiejno — a Lithuanian from Kaunas, who
became his wife. The couple lived on a small grange called Kamienna near Dąbrowa

POST SCRIPTUM

Grodzieńska. Piotr was an organist in the local parish. Their son Wacław studied at the

[…] with our heads held high, we shall walk through Gdańsk to the cemetery, where

technical university in Petersburg, where he became involved in the anti-tsarist

‘Inka’s and ‘Zagończyk’s bodies lay buried under the flagstones. Now, they shall have

movement, for which he was sentenced in 1913 to a long exile in the interior of Russia.

their own graves there. Graves befitting soldiers. Poland shall not forget you,

He did not return to independent Poland until the 1920s.

unwavering soldiers! Poland shall not forget your sacrifice! We shall remember you! A
fragment of Polish President Andrzej Duda’s speech given on 28 August 2016 at the

CHILDHOOD
After his return from the exile, Wacław Siedzik met Eugenia Tymińska and the two

Marian Basilica in Gdańsk during the funeral ceremony of the late Danuta Siedzik ‘Inka’
and Feliks Selmanowicz ‘Zagończyk’

married in 1926. The young couple lived in Gruszczewina near Narewka. Their first
daughter, Wiesława, was born in 1927, followed by Danuta a year later. After her birth,

‘Inka’, you have waited a long time

the Siedziks moved to the Olchówka ranger’s station, where Wacław became the forest

for

ranger. The youngest of their daughters, Irena,

‘Zagończyk’, so have you! And

was born there in 1930. The sisters attended a

you,

primary school in Narewka, where they went

Gdańsk Metropolitan Archbishop

on horseback. Their grandmothers, Aniela and

Sławoj Leszek Głódź’s speech

Helena, attended to their extracurricular

given on 28 August 2016 at the

education. The atmosphere of an extended

Marian Basilica in Gdańsk during

family facilitated cultivation and transfer of

the funeral ceremony of the late

pro-independence and patriotic traditions,

Danuta Siedzik ‘Inka’ and Feliks

which, deeply imprinted in the hearts of the

Selmanowicz ‘Zagończyk’.

this

day!

Poland!

A

Lieutenant
fragment

of

sisters by their parents and grandparents, were
to play an important role in the face of the

The discovery and identification of

coming war.

Danuta Siedzik ‘Inka’s remains
facilitated

2

the

launch

of

the
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proved unable to punish her murderers. Only the prosecuting attorney, Wacław

THE WAR AND THE OCCUPATIONS

Krzyżanowski, was put on trial, but he was acquitted as his role in ‘Inka’s trial could

The Siedziks’ peaceful life ended with the outbreak of World War II. On 17 September

not be determined. The other perpetrators avoided punishment. The breakthrough in the

1939, under the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of 23 August 1939, the Red Army invaded

process of reinstating the memory of the legendary paramedic was the 2011

the Eastern Borderlands of the Second Republic of Poland, seizing, for instance,

establishment of the National Remembrance Day for the Accursed Soldiers, celebrated

Danuta’s homeland. The Soviet occupation brought NKVD repression of the patriotic

annually on 1 March. ‘Inka’s name began to appear in the public space in names of

milieus. One of their victims was Wacław Siedzik, deported to Siberia on 10 February

streets, parks, and squares. Danuta Siedzik is a patron of eight schools in Poland (as for

1940, within the framework of the first mass deportation of Polish citizens into the

30 June 2016). Monuments in her honour have been erected in a number of localities.

interior of the USSR. After a brutal investigation he was put to backbreaking work in a

‘Inka’ has also become a constant element of mass culture, with her life an inspiration

goldmine in the Novosibirsk area. His release came as late as with the outbreak of the

to various artists. Danuta Siedzik appears on T-shirts and badges, in theatre

German-Soviet War in June 1941 and the pact signed on 30 July 1941 between the

performances (‘Inka’ 1946. Ja jedna zginę), compositions (the Panny Wyklete music

Soviet government and the Prime Minister of the Polish Government in Exile,

album, rapper Tadek Polkowski’s songs), and a documentary (Inka. Zachowałam się,

Władysław Sikorski. The agreement enabled Danuta’s father and tens of thousands of

jak trzeba). The unwavering paramedic has recovered the place she deserves in national

Polish citizens to leave the ‘inhuman land’ with General Władysław Anders’ army.

memory.

Unfortunately, the exhaustion from malnutrition and backbreaking labour during the
exile caused Wacław Siedzik’s demise on the evacuation trail in Tehran in June 1943.

FORGOTTEN NO LONGER

His family learnt of his fate only after the war. Following her husband’s arrest, Eugenia

The location of Danuta Siedzik’s burial place remained a mystery for years. The

Siedzik and her daughters were compelled to

breakthrough came when Major Waldemar Kowalski discovered an unsent letter written

move from the forester’s lodge to Narewka,

in 1946 by the Gdańsk prison warden to Feliks Selmanowicz ‘Zagończyk’s widow. It

where they lived in June 1941 when Nazi

provided information about her husband’s burial in the Garnizonowy Cemetery in

Germany invaded the Soviet Union. Soon,

Gdańsk under number 137. That was important for the search for ‘Inka’s remains as she

Danuta’s mother became involved in the

might have been buried there too, because she and ‘Zagończyk’ were executed at the

activity of the Home Army (Armia Krajowa,

same time. The information from the unsent letter was verified by the IPN’s Independent

AK), for which she was arrested by the

Investigations Department, established to search for burial places of victims of the

Germans in November 1942. She was

communist terror during 1944–1956 and led by Doctor Krzysztof Szwagrzyk. The

subjected to a brutal investigation and was

excavations commenced in September 2014. Four skeletons were discovered at the spot

imprisoned. In September 1943 she was

mentioned in the letter, including two lying next to each other. One of them belonged to

executed by the Gestapo somewhere in a

a young woman and was under a plaque with number 136. It was highly probable that

forest near Białystok. After her death, Danuta

the remains belonged to the legendary paramedic, but the suspicions had to be confirmed

was taken care of by her grandmother Aniela.

with exhaustive genetic tests. The results were announced on 1 March 2015, on the
10
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IN THE RANKS OF THE HOME ARMY

ACCURSED ‘INKA’

Their mother’s death incited the two older sisters to join the ranks of the Home Army.

The physical elimination of ‘Inka’

In December 1943, Danuta, aged 15, and Wiesława, who was a year older, swore an

did not satisfy the communist

oath of allegiance to the Republic of Poland. They operated in the underground structure

oppressors. They also wished to

commanded by forest ranger Stanisław Wołonciej ‘Konus’, who had been their mother’s

obliterate the memory of the heroic

commander. In the summer of 1944, Soviet troops marched through Podlachia, pushing

paramedic. Her earthly remains were

the Germans west. It soon proved that the ‘liberators’ brought new enslavement to

buried in a nameless pit so that they

Poland as they were persecuting and eliminating members of the pro-independence

would never be found, while the

underground, including AK soldiers. In October 1944, 16-year-old Danuta became a

mendacious propaganda was to

clerk in the forest inspectorate in Narewka. She continued her underground activity, now

make Siedzik entirely forgotten or at

directed against Polish communists and their Soviet patrons. In the winter at the turn of

least repugnant. ‘Inka’ was to forever remain ‘accursed’. Jan Babczenko, a Gdańsk

1944 and 1945, Danuta participated in a course for paramedics taught by a sister of the

WUBP functionary, and journalist Rajmund Bolduan greatly contributed to the

Orthodox parish priest from Narewka. In May 1945, Danuta was arrested with all forest

construction of her legend as a villain. Their 1969 book Front bez okopów depicted

inspectorate employees by the NKVD and state security under charges of cooperation

Danuta as a merciless murderer finishing off state security functionaries. A similar

with the pro-independence underground. As the apprehended were being transported

image of the paramedic appeared in 1960s M.A. theses. It functioned until the end of

towards Białowieża, the convoy was attacked by ‘Konus’ soldiers on a forest road.

the People’s Republic of Poland, where ‘Inka’ and other soldiers of the pro-

Amidst the commotion, Danuta and one other of those arrested escaped into the forest.

independence underground were called ‘bandits’. With the fall of communism, the
history of the Polish heroes accursed by the communist propaganda began to be

IN ‘ŁUPASZKA’S DETACHMENT

corrected. But the propaganda left a deep imprint on the awareness of society, which is

After her successful escape from the hands of the state security and NKVD, Danuta

why the process of restoring the memory of the heroic paramedic of the Fifth Vilna AK

served in the legendary Fifth Vilna AK Brigade commanded by Major Zygmunt

Brigade continues.

Szendzielarz ‘Łupaszka’. She became a paramedic in the squadron under the command

4

of Lieutenant Jan Mazur ‘Piast’ and subsequently Lieutenant Marian Pluciński

RESTORING THE MEMORY

‘Mścisław’. Around that time she assumed her codename, ‘Inka’, probably in honour of

After the fall of communism in Poland many patriotic milieus began to make endeavours

her school friend. She remained in Podlachia until September 1945 when ‘Łupaszka’

to rehabilitate Danuta Siedzik. The objective was to show the real face of ‘Inka’, who

gave an order to disband the group for the winter. Danuta returned to her legal life and,

had sacrificed her life for Poland, ‘free and as pure as the driven snow’. Polish state

using an assumed name of Danuta Ina Zalewska, began to attend a secondary school in

organs also joined in the efforts to correct the historical record and restore due dignity

Nierośno in the Dąbrowa Białostocka municipality. Her new identity did not guarantee

to her. In 1991, the Provincial Court in Gdańsk repealed the sentence of August 1946

safety, as the Białystok state security found a trace of the young paramedic. In order to

passed on ‘Inka’by the Regional Court Martial in Gdańsk. The substantiation read that

reach ‘Inka’, they temporarily arrested her sister Wiesława. After that event, Danuta left

Danuta Siedzik had acted for the benefit of Polish independence. But the judiciary
9

less than three hours a decision was made to execute the underage girl. Danuta Siedzik

the Białystok region in order not to endanger her family. She received help from her

was the only woman sentenced to death by the Regional Court Martial in Gdańsk.

godfather Stefan Obuchowicz, an employee of the State Forest Administration in
Olsztyn. Due to him, in January 1946 ‘Inka’ began working as Danuta Obuchowicz in

‘INKA’S DEATH AND THE FINAL MESSAGE
After the ‘court trial’, ‘Inka’s assigned council asked Bolesław Bierut, the President of
the State National Council (Krajowa Rada Narodowa), for pardon. He did that against
‘Inka’s will, who did not expect clemency or pardon for the ‘crimes’ she had not
committed. Citizen President did not exercise his power of pardon. Early in the morning

the Miłomłyn forest inspectorate near Ostróda.
IN ‘ŻELAZNY’S SQUADRON
With her new identity and a job in the forest inspectorate, Danuta had prospects of a
normal life. However, her objectives were different. As early as in February 1946, she
contacted soldiers from the Fifth Vilna AK Brigade, which was transferring its operation

of 28 August 1946, ‘Inka’ was escorted from her cell to the basement for the execution.

to the Olsztyn Province and Gdańsk Pomerania. She decided to abandon her peaceful

On her last walk she was accompanied by a fellow partisan, Feliks Selmanowicz

life of a clerk. Faithful to her AK oath, she wished to continue the struggle for sovereign

‘Zagończyk’, the commander of a sabotage squadron of the Fifth Vilna AK Brigade,

Poland. She was assigned to the

who had also been sentenced to death. Commanded by Franciszek Sawicki, the firing

squadron under command of

squad was waiting in the basement. Prosecuting attorney Major Wiktor Suchocki and

Second

physician Mieczysław Rulkowski were present too. Father Marian Prusak heard the

Badocha ‘Żelazny’ and moved

Lieutenant

Zdzisław

to Gdańsk Pomerania, where

convicts’ confessions and performed the last rites. After reading the sentence and stating

Major ‘Łupaszka’s detachments

that Bierut had not exercised his power of pardon, the prosecuting attorney commanded:

became active in April 1946.

“At the traitors — fire!” The convicts cried: “Long live Poland!” and ‘Inka’ added:

Their sabotage operations were

“Long live ‘Łupaszka’!” After the salvo, it occurred that the heroic paramedic had not

to

paralyse

the

communist

been even grazed, as none of the soldiers from the firing squad had dared aim at the

regime organs, as they focused on fighting the state security and NKVD, Polish

young girl. Their commander, however, did not have doubts. He approached ‘Inka’, put

Workers’ Party (Polska Partia Robotnicza, PPR) activists, and informers, as a way to

a pistol to her head and pulled the trigger. It was 6.15 a.m. Before the execution, Danuta

protect the local population and manifest the existence of the real Polish Army

passed a secret message for her family. In it, she wrote: “I am sad to have to die. Tell

independent of the Soviet occupier. ‘Żelazny’s squadron was particularly active. Using

my grandma that I behaved properly.” Those two short sentences were her testament,

requisitioned military vehicles, it operated in the area of Gdańsk Pomerania, the delta of

which showed her values to the future generations. At the same time, she triumphed

the River Vistula, Tuchola Forest, and Central Pomerania, often changing its place of

over her executioners morally.

stay. ‘Inka’ participated in the operations, bandaging the wounded, also on the enemy’s
side. From time to time, she also acted as a messenger or spy. No matter her role, she
bravely endured the hardships of partisan life.
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THE LAST MISSION

drafted ‘Inka’s indictment, based on absurd charges which had no foundation in facts.

‘Żelazny’s squadron divided after the skirmish near Tulice on 10 June 1946, when its

The testimonies of a militiaman, which confirmed Danuta’s innocence were

commander sustained wounds. As he was convalescing at the Czernin estate near Sztum,

intentionally excluded. The heroic paramedic was to face the communist judiciary,

the combat operations were led by his deputy, Second Lieutenant Olgierd Christa

which was not concerned with doing justice.

‘Leszek’. Worried about not hearing from the commander for a long time, on 13 July
Christa sent ‘Inka’ on an intelligence task to Gdańsk through Malbork and Olsztyn.
Danuta’s objective was to obtain information about ‘Żelazny’ (his soldiers were

Danuta Siedzik’s ‘trial’ was

unaware that he perished during a roundup in Czernin on 28 June), purchase

held at the Regional Court

medicaments, and replace damaged maps. ‘Inka’ willingly set out. She intended to meet
her younger sister Irena, who was staying in an orphanage in Sopot. Having fulfilled her
duties in Malbork and Olsztyn, in the evening of 19 July ‘Inka’ came to the
conspiratorial flat at Wróblewskiego Street 7 in Gdańsk-Wrzeszcz. The flat belonged to
two sisters from Vilna — Helena and Jagoda Mikołajewska. They were only slightly
older than Danuta and had been underground activists. The girls recalled their partisan
adventures and sang patriotic songs. They went to sleep at 3 a.m. on 20 July. About a
dozen hours later ‘Inka’ was to end her mission and return to the detachment. About
3.30 a.m. state security functionaries entered the flat. The address had been revealed by
Regina Mordas-Żylińska ‘Regina’, a paramedic of the Fifth Vilna AK Brigade, who had
become a state security informer in the spring of 1946. ‘Inka’ was arrested.
UNWAVERING
‘Inka’ was transported to the prison on Kurkowa Street in Gdańsk, where she was

6

THE JUDICIARY

Martial

in

Gdańsk-

Wrzeszcz. The date — 3
August 1946 — was actually
set by Józef Bik, the head of
the

Investigations

Department of the Provincial
Security Office (Wojewódzki
Urząd Bezpieczeństwa Publicznego, WUBP), in his letter of 2 August to the regional
military prosecutor in Sopot. Bik requested that the date of the ‘trial’ be set for the
following day, with the witnesses already subpoenaed! Back then, judges thought it
natural that state security investigating officers set trial dates, and the hearing began on
3 August. The presiding judge was M.A. Adam Gajewski, the prosecutor Wacław
Krzyżanowski, and the assigned counsel Jan Chmielowski. The trial began with the

subjected to a brutal investigation supervised by Jan Wołkow, the head of Department

reading of the indictment, the content of which ‘Inka’ learned only in the courtroom.

III of the Provincial Security Office in Gdańsk, which operated against the pro-

She was charged with being a member of ‘Łupaszka’s ‘band’, illegal possession of arms,

independence underground. Despite Danuta’s young age, the state security functionaries

shooting at a militiaman, and instigation to kill state security functionaries. The

beat, humiliated, and tortured her to obtain information regarding the operation of the

prosecuting attorney demanded capital punishment for those ‘crimes’. The paramedic

detachments commanded by Major ‘Łupaszka’. Despite the physical and psychical

did not plead guilty to the charges, but did not deny her membership in the detachment

torture Danuta remained faithful to her oath. She neither denounced her brothers in arms

and temporary possession of a firearm without permission. After a two-hour hearing and

nor revealed any important information. She remained unwavering until the end. On 31

a thirty-minute council, the court announced the verdict. ‘Inka’ was sentenced to capital

July 1946, an investigating officer of the Gdańsk state security, Andrzej Stawicki,

punishment as demanded by the prosecuting attorney. Thus, after a court farce that lasted
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